Introduction
1,8-Naphthyridine derivatives constitute an important class of compounds possessing diverse type of biological properties including antimalarial (1), diuretic (2) , antibacterial (3) and anti-inflammatory (4). 1,2,4-Triazoles and their derivatives are another class of heterocycles, which have been widely studied for their pharmacological activities (5) (6) (7) (8) . Microwave-assisted organic reactions have been recently received a great deal of attention and are quickly developing area in synthetic organic chemistry (9) (10) (11) (12) . The reactions under microwave irradiation proceeded much faster with higher yields compared to the conventional heating. In view of this and in continuation of our interest on microwave assisted organic transformations (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) , we report herein a time and energy efficient process for the synthesis of 1,2,4-triazolo [4,3- The reaction is fairly general, facile and efficient and is devoid of any by-products. The products that are obtained are pure and do not require purification. The experimental procedure is very simple. In a typical case, equimolar amounts of hydrazone 7b and Hg(OAc) 2 in ethanol was irradiated in a microwave oven for 3 min. The hot reaction mixture was filtered and the filtrate was treated with water.
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General procedure for the synthesis of aryl aldehyde 3-(o-chlorophenyl)-l,8-naphthyridin-2-ylhydrazones 7 under microwave irradiation.
A mixture of 6 (0.01 mole), appropriate aromatic aldehyde (0.01 mole) and ethanol (20 ml) containing a drop of gl. acetic acid was subjected to microwave irradiation at 150 watts for 1.5-2.0 min. The reaction mixture was cooled, the solid that separated was filtered and recrystallized from ethanol to furnish 7. Physical and analytical data of compounds 7 are given in Vol. 10, Mos. [4] [5] 2004 Facile and efficient synthesis of 1,2,4-triazolo[4,3- To a solution of hydrazones 7 (0.01 mole) in ethanol (20 ml) was added Hg(OAc) 2 (0.01 mole) and reaction mixture was subjected to microwave irradiation at 150 watts for 4.0-6.0 min. The hot reaction mixture was filtered and filtrate was then digested with cold water. The solid obtained was filtered and recrystallized from methanol to give 8. Physical and analytical data of compounds 8 are given in Table  I 
